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“No greatness, save it be some far-off touch

Of greatness to know well [am not great”
Alfred Lod Tennyson

“Idylis of the King”
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S. N. Das as an Administrator

Dr. Ramendra Kumar Das

The vision of any educational institution right from lower
to higher level is to spread education and thereby extend the
horizon of knowledge and make the people perfect in all spheres
of life. This is undoubtedly true. We are talking about very often
value based education. Until and unless, we can't provide
qualitative education, society in the long run has to face
problems. The people continue to remain aloof of the fruits of
modern development as well as inner uplift that makes us perfect
in every walk of life.

Post independent India as a matter of legacy had a
handful institutions of higher education. In other words, the
colonial rules did not evince much interest to provide education
to a great extent. Their purpose was to run administrative works
to fulfil their ulterior motive, Hence, only a few people got the
benefit of higher education. Educational institutions at higher
level were setup in some districts or state headquarters. Most
of the districts in the British dominated Assam remained

Do

backward. It must be stated that pre-independent Assam under

colonial rule had only a few colleges.

During the last 100 years i.e. 1841-1.941 only a few
colleges were set up in Assam. Of these, Murari Chand Col leg-e
in Sylhet (then part of Assam), Cotton College, Guwahati,
J. B. College, Jorhat and M.C. College, Barp'et'a_ were
established. It is to be noted that Barpeta Sub Division of
Kamrup District was set up in 1841.

Shri S.N. Das one of the illustrious products of the
M.C. College, Barpeta and few others of Efarpeta Road and
Howly areas urgently felt the necessity of setting up ofa college

to cater the needs of higher education and at the same time

relieve the poor people from financial burden. Hence, with the

collective efforts of the leading residents of the area, Shr;lS N.
Das took a key role in setting up of the present B.H. College.

The College gradually attained its perfection under the leadership
e Colleg —
of Sti Das. It may be stated that Shri Das joined the team of

founders resigning his sanctioned post of lecturership in Bajali

College, Pathsala and assumed the office of Principal in 1966.

Key to success of any institution or organisation is truly
eyto

its efficient handling of its administration. Anadministrator should

i bility.

have strong managerial capa L

th finspiring the subordinates working withhim. I .Ic him se'lf

) mobmsp unctual and sincere. He must not display his

Shoid ) ‘:?;Irje his subordinates. Further, he should have
weakness bef

He should have possessed

9y



dream and vision in his mind. These attributes have been noticed
on Shri Das.

The present writer had the opportunity to work with him
foralong time. We zealously observed his style of functioning :

First, he was very punctual. He always arrived at the
office ahead of beginning of the classes and left after finishing
official works. During winter, he used to sit in the varandah of
the college to see himselfthe starting of the days classes. His
presence there made us aware of our responsibilities. The real
motive was that there should be a good beginning. Hence, the
teachers always reported to their duties on fime.

Second, we noticed that he had never availed of leave
ofany kind say casual leave or any other leave admissible except
in his last years of service. He has set an example for us not to
avail leave on flimsy grounds. He always wanted that students
should not miss any classes. Tn this connection, [ remember
whenever a teacher approached him to grant permission to attend
Orientation/ Refresher Programme he allowed him/her when
other teachers of the department assured that the classes would
be engaged in his absence. This was done for the sake of
students.

Third, he had always chosen right person in right job
for strengthgning the corporate life of the college. He was aware
of difficulty in conducting examination- internal as well a8
external. The job s really hard and stremuous, Shri Das engaged

L

such teachers who could perform duties honestly and sincerely
without hampering normal and scheduled classes. I find under
his able leadership each of the teachers contributed much for
the corporate life of the college. For all round development of
the student community, he encouraged the teachers to guide
them and because of his persuasion, the college N.C.C,N.S.S,,
sporting events etc. excelled to a greater height.

Fourth, he encouraged the teachers to go for research
activities and asked them to avail of various facilities offered to
the teachers such as FIP, Major and Minor Research
Programme funded by the U.G.C. The present writer is also
one of such teachers encouraged for Ph. D. work. He remained
for me a constant source of inspiration for my entire research
work.

Fifth, in regard to official matter, he is very serious. On
receipt of any letter from U.G.C., GU., Gowt. of Assam or
AHSEC, he first summoned the office assistants to acknowledge
receipt of the letters. I found, he very often drafted letters to be
sent to the aforesaid authorities in a simple and lucid manner.

Sixth, in principle the Governing Body of the college
takes decision on policy matters. Asa staff representative to
the GB., I had also privilege to participate in the proceedings.
After hearing from us, the President wanted to know his
(Principal's) mind on the subject. I noticed his views were

generally adhered to.



Seventh, as a Principal and Secretary to the college GB.,
he was very strict in financial management. To him, public money
should be honestly utilised. He never tolerated misuse of fund.
In other words he maintained economy in spending.

Apart from his administrative efficiency, he could prove
himself as a successful teacher in Economics, The former
students who had the opportunity to attend his classes, gratefully
and humbly recorded their sense of satisfaction and I felt proud
hearing from those students about the method ofteaching. I
very ofien deeply listened his views on indifference curve, which
1s not so easy to consume.

One of the qualities, I have observed in him, he never
discouraged visitors. He heard patiently the problems of stake
holders and public in general relating to college affairs and solved
to the best satisfaction of al]. During his working days, he did
not have the habit of siesta.

Finally, this much I can say that Sri Dag possessed all
the qualities necessary for a successfy] administrator. His sweet

personality has left on us indelible impression. I wish him good
health.

(The writter is Former Principal of B. 1 College, Howly)
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An Administratey of High Stature

Dr. Sambhy, Saran Singh

tution very much depends upon
_ founder Principa) realized the
rk,ls Wf)rshjp', He was always sincere and
I il ﬁ: “ndresponsiilge, He daily
Period of time, g4, Suahv": activities for a longer

i ial duties,
10 arrive at his chamber in time, co‘mplete 1:: ;::ﬁufilits e
interact with teachers and non-teaching Swuid ke hismeals
Official correspondence in time. E\fen I‘Eﬁmg ot geat mpect
intime, The quality of doing evcry!hmgllcll o aching saffof
Onthe performance of the teaching an

our college,

ow, so youreap’.
. he fact - 'As you s . lection,
He also realized t on unique se

Asan administrator, he gave 0P P* Ontyent, enforcement of
Orentation, congenial work enwronmffon of the employees.
discipli.ne, trust and confidence, t.eam ¢ ing the benefits of his
Asaregult of which the college 18 reall;)ing and non-teaching
j'“dicious recruitment in case of €8¢

af{. . -m teachers, l"lon'
. He established cordlalts’rizbﬁc andall other stakehol
h‘llg staff, students, paren

ana
Telateq ¢, the college. Though, 5

1o official
_Inaddition
.st.‘n'ct Person yet he had a soft heart toosonal p roblems of the

er 3 his
lssueS, he used to take care Ofthetgw s them. He trlled "
"affang showed helping 3“??; timely and judiciousty:
bestto redress their proble
. asa
He established himself fsy
DDS%SSEd accurate knowledg® He
ts.
ation of official docun;c;e was well ver
© Office staff in this field- iesrelating 0 .
ith different authone® s yethis mowleds
Ndence with . Economic
his specialization was

le\fel .
ing an
stematic l'ccoljdmg-
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in English was praiseworthy. His drafting in English was specifi®

precise, simple but not cumbersome,

The credit of fair and smooth conduct of examination®

the college also goes to our founder Principal. He always 15

t0 hold staff meeting before every final examination. [ thi _
meeting, discussions were made with regard to the role t0 be
played by each and every member of the college in relation
discharging their examination duties. They were instructed ot
inth®
examination. The university authorities were also aware of
faimess maintained and as such they did not appoint ext'lﬂ'“aJS
to monitor the examination in B, 1. College centre fora lo?
time. It is due to this faimess in the examination that 2 larg’

to make any compromise with adoption of unfair means

number of alumni of this college have achjeved greater hei

in their career and made our institution proud with their prilli”

feats of achievements,

o .He developed a valye system in the college. Hé led &
1nst1t'ut1or.1 from the front. He had the capacity to influenc® °
cc-:mvmce Inorder to get the expected working behaviolr 5o
his subordinates. They followed him due to his dynarﬂ

personality as wel] a5 effective leadership qualities:

eéncouraged them to give thejr best performances and re

th - :
emaccordingly. Subordinates derived fiy; job satisfactio” y

felt
c hapl?)’- They got the Opportunity to work as a team af
such their morale was very high

i©

¢

| d
subordinates had trust and confidence on him. He inSPired azd
d

#

1y

Departments are regarded as the important pillars of an
institution. Our founder Principal had very cordial relations with
various departments belonging to three faculties namely Axts,
Science and Commerce. He used to hold meetings from time
0 time with the heads of different departments. He reviewed
the performances and chalked out programimes to make further
improvements of the respective departments.

A person may possess lotof qualities but he or she cannot
escape from criticism. Qur founder Principal is also not an
exception to it. As he was the founder Principal, he was bok‘:l and
COurageous in discharging his duties. He gave befitting fveplles-; to
his critics, ifnecessary. He encouraged functional conflict w}nf:h
Was rafional but he never compromised with dysfunctional conflict
Which was hamful to the interest of the instifution

He was a man of action who spoke Jittle and performed
well. He loved the college from the core of his heart and gave
solid foundation to it. His tenure can be regardc'ed asthe golden
®ra in the history of B. H. College. Heisa living legend who

Will be remembered as all time great for his achievements and

: for getting the
Mmeticy] ibutions. I am forunate enough
ous contributio adership. Iextend my

op . his dynamic Ie
Portunity to serve under o the position where [

deEPeSt . . f r takillg me t
gratitude to him i0
Stand today in my career. [ wish him good health and happy

and peacefiy] life.

(The writer is former vice Principal of
B. H. College, pr!y)
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My Principal - My Mentor, My Guide

Onkar Kedia

I dont't remember my first meeting with Shri Satyanath
Das. He had founded B. H. College with help from some local
people and my father was one of them. ] must have seen him
forthe first time during oneof his meetings with my father, dared
not have spoken to him. He was a known figure in the locality
and all kids of my age were in awe of him. At the same time,
we all had great respect for him for the dignified way in which
he carried himselfand also for his monumental initiative in giving
the locality its first ever college. The institution later grew up to

be one of the best in Assam.
When my elder sister joined the
more about him. He used to be discussed at home. Sometimes,

I'would see him from a distance doing some shopping inthe

college, Ilearnt a little

local market. But I was still far from him.
Then came the time for me 1 g0 to college. People

Were suggesting science in Cotton College, but my father was
firm. He thought, I was cutout for arts and my place wasin

Py



B.H. College. Above all, he thought, I needed the guidance of
Shri Satyanath Das.

During my initial period itself, he summoned me one
day to his office and demanded to be informed of my progress
and problems and to report to him every week. This first meeting
itself was enough to transform me. His faith in me and his
attention filled me with confidence to the brim, All my teachers
took the cue and started paying great attention to my studies.
Economics was one of my subjects. This was the subject he
used to teach. I remember, students uged to wait for his classes.
He was a great teacher and had a VEery entertaining way of
imparting leaming, But more than g great teacher, he was a great
administrator also, It required tremendous administrative skills to
receive equal co-operation from the people of Barpeta Road as
well as of Howly. I'saw him building the college brick by brick.

When it came to education, he was ahard task master.
Allthe time, he was available in hig office. When notin office, he
was at his residence which was almost like his second office.

From there,he kept a hawk's €ye onthe goings on in the college.
During his time, clasges used to be held with great regularity.
Discipline was the order of the day. He had strategically positioned
himselfnext to the girls' common room to keep aclose watch of
the mischievous students, though I was not one of them.

Isaw him deftly handling the affairs of the college during
the anti-foreigners agitation in Assam, what was avery difficult

g

time for any administrator. It was not casy to. maintair} pe'ace
during a period when the society was witnessm'g polansahcfn.
AsaPrincipal, I found him fair and impartial which helped him
to get the co-operation of all sections of studz'ants‘. |

During his time, B.H.College was an institution where
there was an atmosphere of not just academic excellence, but
of all round development. There used to be alot of cultural and
other extra-curricular activities. It was in B.H. college that I
practised speaking before packed houses, although 1 ha;vi a
feeling that my friend Hemen Das made better use of the
oppomnl-llz charm and his passion for the well being of the

college got him full co-operation of the district and State

administration. ] remember his trips to UGC in Delhi in Searc:h
of funds and he seldom retuned empty-handed. Such was his

charm and influence. o _
[ am fortunate that I received his guidance in matters

relating to life and not just studies. Even after completing my

i from ta
college education, 1 fondly remember taking abus Barpe

Road and landing up at his quarters within the college premises,

He would gossip with me for hours together over cups of tea

and dcli(;;:iss.pf:;th Das has played a key role in shaping
a

me. If ] am good much of the credit goes to him. IfIam bad,
. am -

lame.
You know the person you must blam

yug



Satyanath Das in My Eyes

Dipa Ledger

Thad the good fortune of mesting Satya Nath Das Sir,
when I gotadmitted in B. H. College in the middle of the session
in 1969. This was when I had to refurn from Shillong due to
arthritic problems. The first fhing that struck me about the
gentleman, who welcomed me with an affectionate smile, was
his cool, calm and down to earth demeanor,

During the year that I studied in B. H. College, inspite
of my young age, I became aware that Sir was the driving
force behind the very dedicated batch of lecturers. The very
firstattributes that 1 would like to adorn him with is "Workaholic'.
He was a relentless worker, who did not keep track of line
when work was there, The college was then at its initial stage
and was fraught withmyriad problems, like lack of proper infra-
structure, paucity of funds ete, Sir seemed undaunted. There
was the need of a lot of sincere involvement; he was fully
involved. Planning and hard work needed; he did then. With

Sl

tremendous public support, he steered his ship like an able

captain with his able and dedicated crew. As far as my memory

serves me, Satya Nath Sir was a democrat and did not like

flash around his power or authority. ' |
In the classroom, Sir was precise, to-the-point and
i rudent

ready to elucidate, whenever aquery was raised. He was p

i it the average the below
enough to teach in a way that would sui

average as well as the above average students. He had a no-

and possessed his own unique sense of

itude
nonsense attitud seated sense of

i infuse a deep-
humour, He always tried to 1
Ies onL:;bili; in students' minds and stressed upon the need to
ris::ligh in life. He was simple, always neatly dressed and a

i isualise his
perfect teacher of Economics. ] ¢an still clearly visualise
classes. _ ]

i classroom beng full of large number o
frspicofon” ded respect from one and

commart onea
eone capable of infusing
and impressionable minds

mischievous students, he
i m
all, I personaliy found him a5 SO

confidence and inspiration in the YOUn8
of the students.

College)
(Writer is former student of B. H. gz
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S.N. Das and His Prathamic
Artha Vigyan

Ranjit Bhuyan

Stijut Satya Nath Das, a living legend of B. H. College,
was the founder Principal of this college who, after resigning
his sanctioned post of lecturer in Economics at Bajali College,
established the B. H. College in 1966 to shoulder the
responsibility of moulding this institution as a premier institution
of higher education in Lower Assam. He, along with a few
dedicated personalities of Howly and Barpeta Road, took the
prime role in establishing and shaping the institution in the desired

line so that the coming generation of this cosmopolitan area

could have easy access to higher education. As time passes,
the institution has become an important centre for higher
education, espicially in Lower Assam_

During his tenure of service in this institution, he
shouldered not only the responsibility of the principal of this
college but also rendered his service as a good teacher in
Economics, particularly at the initja] stage of the college. Many
students of his time often viewed that what he taught in classes

PRE]

ing for them. Such comments from

ics. He
students truly reflect his deep knowledge ot Economics

i inking and of
was fond of this subject, used itas his way of thinking

. . erto
. ble time in a rational mann
working. He allocated his valua Cost benefit approach

out of limited FeSOUCEs- iti

. . fhis actviugs.

: d inevery lineo e 1

was being persue S octnewasalso used in writing his book,
uchm Vigyan" where he wrote a few chapiers

namely "Primary Artha ain many. His book was

jed to expl :
on different concepts and i€ cptsand theories of Economics

in basic conc .
an attempt to explain na conceivablemanner for stmplerljenhifli
i nomics fo
mAssa:m:fseL"ni”f:m ese Medium books on Eco | i
the sc?rc:lt).’ t:;;seaﬁerme recogriition of Assamese 1anguag
pre-universi

jversi urse by Gauhati
as medium of instruction {n pre-univers ity co

University in 1972. '
In defining Economics

were ever lasting learn

derive maximum

as a branch of social science, he

e eﬁmnons O i .M | ary the
highl'ghted th i fA. Smlth and A hal
1 d ars d

ng with their prime
ie distincti tween the two along s Robbins
basic distinction be , sed definitionof L.Ro

; ion of its bast
with the explanation© of Ec
5C0 .
view on the subject matter ;nd Penonﬁc ivies econommic
. mic/no
the explanation of econ®

n-eco! .
. ro Economics
conceptsof Micro andMac
i natul'e,
laws and their " 1o analy

onomics along with

e economic theories. He
5

ics without
- the two approache sexms of Econommics with

on
explained in his book the cOM™
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which understanding of economic theories is infact, impossible.
He provided an intensive explanation of goods, their types
wealth and its characteristics, types of wealth and its relation
with welfare, utility - its meaning and types, income and
capital etc,

He described lucidly the major forms of Economic
Systems, namely - Capitalism, Socialism and Mixed Economic
System their advantages / disadvantages and in concise manner,
the concept of demand and supply, their laws and a few
exceptions to such laws, In fact, for pPre-university level, such
explanation can be viewed as optimal. The concepts of elasticity
of demand and supply, their determinants, and measurement of
price elasticity etc. are described in a precise manner-

appropriate for pre-degree students La

; ws of Economics, like
laws of returns (increasing, decreasing and constant) and
imnportant consumption laws

porta are explained adequately for pre-
university level. He in the book, elucidated the meaning of the
term production, the four factors of production and their

characteristics along with related concepts in this sphere so
that the students could grasp them easily. Besides, analysing
the concepts of division of labour, concentration of industries,
tl.1eir advantages and disadvantages, causes etc. he also
discussed the various costconcepts and thejr inter-
nef:essaty for pre-university course, The concept
price determination, Particularly under monopo,

»48

relationship
of market for
ly and perfect

competition along with their characteristics were explained ina
very simplified manner. He provided an elaborate analysis on
factor pricing in distribution chapter in his book where he
discussed the concept of distribution - both personal and
functional in a conceivable manner. The concepts of rent, wages,
interest and profits, their types along with concise display of
relevant theories of rent, wages interest and profit, their types
are also covered. A very simplified interpretation of Marginal
Productivity Theory of Distribution concept of real wages and
its determinants and factors affecting efficiency of labour.etc.
are also given in this particular unit of his book.. He .cenamly
had clear ideas on economic theories as can be visualised ﬁ'ol':n
the simplified explanation of different aspecfs c'Jf economic
theories in his book. The concepts and characteristics of monc).(,
types and evolution of money, concept of index numbers - th(::n-
uses and limitations along with an easy inferpretation of Quannty
theory of Money are discussed in a simple manner. Sm.ularly,
he explained the concept of bank, its types and the functions of
central and commercial banks along with the attempt {0 deﬁ.ne
various credit instruments of banks like promisson:y notes, bll.ls
of exchange etc. He also made an elaborate discussion .on public
finance in his book. He viewed on the concepts of public finance

and private finance their distinction, components of public finance

like— taxation, public debt, public expenditure etc. He also

discussed tax / non tax revenues of Government, types of taxes,
sa¢



canons of taxation, impact / incidence and shifting of taxation.
Similarly, the concepts of public debt and expenditures - causes
for their increase, their classification, methods of redemptionof
public debt etc. are also elaborately explained. In the last unit
ofhis book, he threw light on the concept of external trade - its
distinction with home trade, the basis of external trade along
with the basic theory of international trade requisite for pre-
degree students.

Inshort, the different units of his book truly display the
basic concepts of Economics— both opy macro and micro front.
Different economic theories are luc dly analysed in the book 50
that a beginner in the subject could easily capture the basic
ideas. In the appendix of the book, he translated the basic terms
of Economics from English to Assamese so that the primary
students of Economics could easily understand the subject. 1
fect his pioneering effort to write the book in Assamese Medium

was a noble effort to benefit the reader of Economics in its

understanding. At present the course structure has been drastically
changed, but still the present need of basic things of Economics
can be fulfilled from his book. The basje concepts of Economics
as explained in his book still can be borowed although it was his
primary attempt to simplify the subject to understand using
Assamese language. Thanks to his pioneering effort.

(Writer is Associate Professor of Economics, B, H College)
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besides them. As for the best leader, the people do not notice
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S. N. Das : My Impression

. Dr. Dipmani Das

3. N. Das Sir and B. H. College are two sides of the
same coin, His activities can't be assessed in isolation - I mean-
Without associating him with B. H. College. Because, this person
alongwith the like minded young brigades has put up an all out
effort to mobilise the support from the greater Barpeta Road
and Howly locality for the establishmentof B. H. College way
back in 1966 and he accepted rather the challenging assignment
as the founder Principal in B. H. College after resigning his
1‘“‘*tllrf:rship againsta sanctioned postat Bajali College, Pathsala.
Since then he served the institution in that capacity and
SUperannuated on February 28, 1 999. | got an opportunity to
$erve under him for a short period. I feel myself lucky enough
0 serve in my Alma Mater and that too under S.N. Das Sir.

It is really a difficult job for me to write about this

towering personality. To me, S. N. Das Siris not simply a name

Ut & institution himself, It's my humble realisation.
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S. N. Das Sir is a down-to-earth teacher. He has
commendable knowledge on his subject - Economics. He wrote
one book of Economics titled ‘eiffSi<s wie{ . I found his
technique of teaching very simple. He used to engage some
proxy classes and I got this Opportunity of attending his classes
while pursuing +2 stagein B, H. College. 1 offered Economics
as one of the core subjects. He has the capacity to put even a
complex theory or a concept into students' brain at one go
through his simple but resourcefyy] deliberation of lessons.

S. N. Das is a man with tremendous vision. He
envisaged B. H. College as one of the premier institutions
expanding quality education in the North-East in particular and
in India in general, Committed to his goal, he ventured to start
P.G. Courses in Commerce in 1990 and as we know B. H.
College is the first college to conduct P. G Courses under
Gauhati University, B, 1. College is a confluence of students
representing different caste and communities, This cosmopolitan
aspect of Principal Sir was reflected in the recruitment system
undertaken by him. He recryjieq faculty members from every

students to carry on Co-curricular activities.

. He took special
Interest in the activities like N.C.C.and N.S.

S. in the college-
208

Under his able and dynamic leadership Silver Jubilee was
celebrated with pomp and gaiety and I deem it an occasion of
pride to have been a part of this celebration as I was a student
of H. 8. 2nd year (Arts) in that Silver Jubilee year.

He is an avid reader of books. We often saw some
books were lying on his office table. He read these books to
utilise his leisure time in a fruitful manner. 1 read this habit of
keeping association with famous books relating to higher
education, literature, culture, religion etc. as a signal to those
who visit him - be the faculty members or the visitors - that one
should keep oneselfacadem ically engaged wherever one can
Steal time from otherwise busy schedules. What a message
silently transacted! Hat's offto S. N. Das Sic Inthis connection
I would like to refer to one of my experiences with him as a
faculty member. Ijoined B. H. College in 1997, Ope day I still
femember, I wanted to get some certificates attested by him
and asked for his permission to enter his office. He wag
ngrossed in reading a book and my voice faltered, Fop a
Moment I thought it better not to distract his attention_ So,1lef
thi!ll':ing that I would get it done somewhere else. I was a bit
afraid of him too. This sense of fear sprang from respect.

I'would like to refer to another experience while talking
about my association with him. He used to visit Govinda Bhavan

Gita Satra situated in Manikpur and on one or two oceasjons
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while returning from Manikpur, he visited our home (at
Patiladaha). Whether he took tea at our home or not, I don't
remember but I still remember he brought a few pieces of
‘Supari'. Isaw him taking one or two pieces of'Supari' along
with beetlenut. What a hybrid combination - we wondered.
S.N. Das is an administrator par excellence. It is not
an over simplification that B. H. College is known as ‘@12
WIS FC=T& . Perhaps the greater academic fraternity has
accorded this rare feat of honour in recognition to his dedicated
service. Discipline is the backbone of our college. This is
reflected in academic life and €Xamination system of our

college. Credit is attributable to the brave captain S. N. Das

Sir. He earns an unparalleled reputation among the academic

circles. He was very punctua] in attending his office and

demanded punctuality a5, from the teachers and the non-
teaching staff,
"Simple is beautify]" -

Ibelieve. S. N, Das Sir writes

simple but impressive English. Use of appropriate words at

appropriate places is hjs fort

e. Style is the man. His writing
style reflects hig strong pers

o onality. His writing style betrays
thét he is focused (o his target anq articulates direct and to the
point. The fo]lowing few lines extracted from his article "How

tobe AGood Teacher" published in ACTA Journal, 1993-94,
bears testimony to thig,

Q08

"Teaching is a noble profession. An ideal teacher is
respected everywhere and elsewhere. He has a place of honour
in the society. In this materialistic society of today also. a good
ideal teacher commends love and respect from the society and
his pupils as well. However, rough and tough a pupil might be,
he doesn't have that mental and moral guts toill-behave a sincere
and dedicated teacher. He is mentally very strong and morally
indt:fati,g,:able. Man with low morale, man sans service motive
should not come to this profession."

A student can't repay for what he or she gets from a
teacher. At this point of time I pray to Almighty for his healthy
and long life, He is always an inspiring figure for me. Before

Winding Up, once again I salute this person for 'service motive'

1o the institution as well as to the society.
(The Writer was an Ex-Student and at present an Associate

Professor in English, B. H. College)
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A Letter To My Grandpa..... “Stet”

Madhurima Das

Well! We have all known this man as a Teacher, a re-
MOWned personality, more or less a social worker, a Principal
but this article is intended to focus the fact that this man has
beena great family person. Moreover he has been a grandparent
10 11 kids till date.

Yes, thisis a letter from a grandchild to the best grandpa
One can ever have.

Dear Aata,

With lots of love and respect.

['barely remember my childhood days spent on your
lap op playing with you just like other grand children do. Al] I
member is [ spent most of my childhood days there, in the
F'rirlcipal’s Quarter. I was too young to realise the worth of
€ing your grand child then. I often wondered why you were

the Guest of Honour at my school functions or why many a
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times when [ was introduced to any unknown person. { was
called “Tef%=IE Q91 Biea RN 1” Never did 1 hate that
because it made me enjoy a lot of priviledges but I never
understood the reason behind as [ was too young.

Gradually, I started growing up and I got to learn a lot
about you. How you accepted everything that came your way
and the journey from NCC Officer to the founder Principal of

aCollege—The B.H. College. Never did ] hear you complain
anything about al] these happenings,

Aata, Thave heard everyone saying “77e] 7 PIITS
171, IZS BIBI” but I never saw You outraged, no! not even
for awhile. By far, [ have always seen you calm and patient.
The way you pamper us whenever we g0 to your place, you
make me sit near you and the discussions we have. These are
no ordinary talk. Unlike other grand children who get to listen
to the MY’s and pranks of their grandpa, we (me, Raja, Bubu,
Babi, Krishnav, Riya, Hrishi, Pakhj, Raunak, Jumi, Sunny) get
to know many more things from, you.

I remember Youonce tellin

g me how to prepare for an
interview when | was about 10-

14 years old and believe més

when I had my firgt campus interview | prepared myself

recollecting all youy tips.
Aata, you’re abraye manand ]’

ve learnt how to survive
the worst from you, | remember the op)

¥ time [ saw you broken
St

after the bomb blast but you always stood up brave. Salute to
YouAata.

And how can someone be so hard working? you never
Spend an idle minute, you are always upto something “I9t
P MW" specially!

Do you remember how “I" I was with Maths? You
Were the one who made me do a lot of Maths. Oh! I hated
that,

I appreciate how you and Aita always show up
Whenever we have any important event of your life be it a
birthday or the board exams or the result day. I remember a
time during my HS exams when you did not find me at home
a0d left me a note that said “Seiss iSrwits WTSR] S
—~ et |

You and aita always find time to be with us. A page or

tWo is too less to express how great a person you are, you
Were and you will be,

Lastly Iwould like to say you three things what [ may
fail to express how deep they are,

“Sorry Aata” for the times I failed to meet your
®Xpectations, ] failed to res

pect your ideals and valyes, Sorry
for the times 1 didn’

tvalue that [ am the grand-daughter of such
@ strong personality. Sorty for the time I failed to accept my
falure and just broke down and sorry for the time | hurt you,
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1“Promise’ you Aata.... now that I have stepped into this
phase of life where  have to mould my future all by myself. I
shall abide by all your ideals and your values and principles and
that how hard the challanges be I shall try to get the most of it
and give my 100%. I promise never let you down and when-
ever | feel lost or broken, Tshall tell myself that “I am the grand-
daughter of Mr. Satya Nath Das,”

“Thank You Aata’ for always being a source of
inspiration, for always motivating me for always appreciating
my good deeds, for encouraging me to stand for good for always
being proud of me, no matter, how harsh or rude or selfish or
bad has been, for bearing my tantrums, for your words and
blessings. Thank You for the kiss you always put on my forehead
before leaving.

Thank you for being such a wonderfu grandfather.

Today, on your big day, as your dream ‘The B.H.
College’ is about to complete 50 years of excellence, I
Madhurima would like to congratulate you, Mr. Satya Nath
Das, for being a dedicated and far sighted worker; for being

the best Principal, for being a wonderfiy] grandfather and above
all for being ‘The Best Teacher’,

(Writer is Grand-daughter of Spi Satya Nath Das)

R4

The Most Ideal Person of My Life

Riya Saikia

According to me, the most ideal person of my lifeis my

hon"urable, lovely and amible, grandfather — Sri Satya Nath

Das (Founder Principal of B.H.College). He has always been

y Strategy wall. He always encourages me ineach and every

Step of my life. He always cares about me and gives me enough

love, Still T can remember, one incident that happened in my life

regarding my grandpa.

In the year 2014, I secured 87% and it wasinclass V.
As he got news from my mom, he become angry. He
hhmediately told my mom to give the phone to himand he talke-d
With me_ He told me in an angry voice thatl had really hurt his
Sehtimentg by securing so less marks. But at the same momen.t,
I knew that he was somehow feeling sad for that. Though his
Voice was filled with anger, still I could understand his SOITOw
for scolding his own grand-daughter. Although he scolded me,
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he also encouraged me. And I was very happy because I could
keep his words. In the year 2015 [ secured 89%. I know its
not more than 90% but still, [ kept his words by increasing my
percentage than that of the eatlier year. I could only secure this
more for his encouragement. Just for his conversation with me;
Icould achieve this success. I can never think to succeed in My
life withoutmy grandpa’s blessings and his encouragement. My
grandpa can understand me much better than even my mother.
He also understands the reason behind my happiness or sadness
without hearing from anyone, As my paternal grand-parents

left me alone and had gone before my birth, so I respect and

love my maternal grand-father to g great extent,

I promise my loving grand-father that for all sorts of

success and achievements in my life, all credit will go to him
even ifhe does not remain with me for ever

(Writer is Grand-daughtey of 8ri Satya Nath Das)
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— Resource Facilitator.
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— Academician and Teacher.
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— Bridge Builder withthe Community.
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